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| Among the several subjects of consideration, 
the success of the Domestic Missionary SoMfety 
claims our gratitude. Its usefulness is becom. 
ing daily more and more evident; and it is 
shoped that the great object of building up our 
waste places will excite an increasing degree 
of interest in the public mind. 

Nor do we consider it a small matter of con 
gratniation and thanksgiving to God, taat the 





ASSOCIATION OF CUuNNi.t sICUT. 


At a meeting of the Genera! Association of Connecticut, || pered, 


at Middletown, tie third Vuesday of J ne, 1818. 


‘Pie ¢ ommiittee appotnted t) take the nel almost irresistible enersy, to its support, the | 


afes of the narratives, and prepare a concise 
account of the state of religion. avade a report, 
which was accept das follows :— | 

Although the efforts aade for the suppresion| 
ofthe awful vice of intemperance have not 
succeeded so fully as could be desired 3 although | 
the Sabbath is much neglected in some places, 
and in a few perceptibly more than beretofore 5) 
and althouge it has pleased the great Head of; 
ti Church not to bless this portion of Zion 
wi se refreshing showers, so copious and exten- 
sive asin past vearss—and a though we find.in 
fie moral and religious state of the community, 
grounds for lamentation and deep abasement 
before a holy and sovereign Gods yot there are! 
considerations of vast moment which should an- 
imate Christ’s minisiering servants to the most 
unarated exertions, and all Ciristians to the 
ni st fervent and increasing prayers and activ- 
ity in the cause of Elim whose interests they 
have espoused, and call forth the most heartfelt 
cratitude to the Father of mercies. In some 
places the Sabbath is observedewith greater so- 
fecmnity than heretofore. “Lhe increasing at- 
tention paid to the religious instraction of chil- 
dren. particularly the establisiiment of Sabbath 
Schools, a plan extending so widely and with 
so much efficacy. has direct influence upon the 
best interests ofmen: a plan which we most 
cordially approve, and for a divine blessing up- 
on which all good men will unceasingly pray. 

With no ordinary emotions do we observe 
that decided support which the various charita- 
ble institutions of the present day receive from | 
the liberality of the Christian public, and the. 
deep interest they feel in their extension and! 
usefulness. Nor do we permit ourselves to, 
doubt, that these streams will continue to aug 
ment and flow with greater celerity, as thestate 
ofthe world may demand. 

In the heathen school established within our 
limit , we behold a foundation laid on which 








we humbly trust it will please the gr-at Head |! 


of the Charch, by the instrumentality of human 
ineans, to erect a noble edifice; we behold a 
lightdawning, which we trust « Ul brighten and 
spread, until many pagan lands, and especially 
the islands of the sea, shall be cieered with its 
heavenly radiance, and the glorious aud univer- 
sal reigu of Messiah the Prince shall commence. 
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Asylum established at Hartford for the instruc- 
‘ton of the deaf and dumb has been so far pros- 
Wihiile all the f clinzs of humanity are 
strongly enlisted on its side, and prompt, with 


Christian beholds, in its operations, a door 
opened for its unfortunate subjects to assume a 
a station. with their fellow immortals, in the in 


prepared to share in tha infinite blessedness 
purch sed by the Saviour’s blood. May the 
dews of heaven distil more abundant.y upon 
| thishumane Institution! May it share iargely 
jin the prevailing prayers of the Angel of the 
‘covenant ! And theugh the dear pupils cannot 
speak the language of men, they may be taught 
by the Spirit of Grace, that they may speak 





| forever the language of angels, and of the just 


made perfect ! 

| Bat, above all, do we find matter of praise to 
the God of Grace, in the revivals of religion 
with which. although less numerous and pow- 
erful than in some preceeding years Tt bath 
pleased Him to bless several of our churches. 
In some places the shower appears to have aba. 
ted; in others, the rain of divine influence 
continues copiously todescend. In Middletown, 
Upper-Houses, Weathersfield, Rocky-Hill, 
Bethany in the town of Woodbridge. Salem, a 
‘parish in Waterbury, East-Hampton in Chat- 
‘am, and Haddam, God has wrought gloriously. 
ov is still working. In these tokens of our Sa- 
‘Viour’s presence his friends find abundant 
cause of gratitude, courage, hope, and prayer ; 
nor should they be forgetful of the additional 





glory. 

We would also observe, that in the undimin- 
ished prosperity and usefulness of Yale College, 
an institution founded in wisdom, watered with 
the prayers of our pious progenitors, and which | 
the Son of God has made a fountain of refresh- 
ing streams to his church for more than a cen- 
tury. we feel that there is special cause to exalt 
His name. 

From accounts rendered of the state of reli- 





tellectual and moral kingdom of God, and be: 





unto the Lord. Charehes, under tactre saper- 
intendance are multiplying as the settlements 
extend into that wide region on their border, 
The Theological Seminary is sending forth a 
succession of young men as heralds of the 
Cross; and the General aspect of Zion ts high- 
dy favourable. Aud it is pleasing to learn, that 
ithe General Assembly has reconimended and 
strongly urged upon the members of their com- 
‘inunion. to pay particalar attention to the reli- 
gious instruc ton f their slaves, that they may 
be prepared, in God’s own time, for their eman- 
Cipation. 

From our bretaren in Massachusetts Proper 
welearn with heartfelt joy, that revivals of 
religion in several counties, especially that of 
» Berksuire, have taken place; and not only the 

lappy fruits of former ones reain, but goodly 
humbers ave been gathered unto Clipisij— 
that the Theological Institution at Andover is 
in a flourishing condition, and promises to ex- 
tend its utility, already great, over an extensive 
field. 

From the General Association of New- 
Hampshire we ave informed, that the prospects 
inmany parts ofthe State are ghoowy; that 
some churches are low, and some professors 
lukewarm. At the same time, it is eviden! that 
a gracious God hath them in remembrance. 

_ Revivals of religion, powerful, resulting in the 
hopeful conversation of very considerable num- 
bers, bave claimea the gratitude. and encour- 
“aged the hearts of both ministers and christians 
in that section ofthe country. And it bus been 
particularly noted by them that, in those revi- 
vals, God hath been pleased to callin from the 
world the greatest proportion of converts from 
among those who, tn their infancy, received 
the seal of baptism. 
' "Phe church of our ascended Lord in the 
| State of Vermont continues to flovrish. he 
‘number of settled minisicrs is eniarging, and 
several churches, increased With (he increase 


: _ of God, are assuning additional stability, beau- 
obligation which every soul brought home to ty. and glory. Peculiarly favoured of er Head, 
Christ. and secured in his fold, lays upon them, ), Zion here looks forth. fair as the moon, and 


with united hearts to ascribe to Him ali the! clear asthesun. In two Association-, consisting 


‘of twenty-six congregations, more than twelve 










to adds that twelve opfourteen of the pupils in 
OOlege in Middlebury have been, as ‘here 
is reason te hope, made the subjects of renew- 
ling grace. ag 
On the whole, your Committee rejoice, in 
common with the members of this body. and all. 


who wish for Zioun’s welfare, that the Clheistian 





‘gion within the bounds of the Generel Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, it appears that! 
the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom are evi- 
dently advancing. Several of the Presbyteries , 
under their jurisdiction have been very power- | 
fuliy visited, the year past. with the influences: 
of the Holy Spirit, and many have been added | 


character is rising—that Christian charities are 
extensively multiplying, and the spirtt of Mise. 
sions extending in all directions: that young 
mn of talents and piety are consecratine tveme- 
selves to God, in the kingdom of his Son, with 
pariicular reference to the Pagan world, and 
that the signs of the times loudly call cn the 
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sbapteg rote world to redouble their prayers and | 
thei libcrality. Benold the dawn of the glori- , 
ou- Panieres. day which prophets predicted. | 
and for which saints have prayed—that day in 
which the light of the Moon is to be as the high: 
of the Sun and the light of the Sun seven-fold ; 
in which the triumphs of the Cross are to b 
sigually exhibited from the rising of the Sur 
uno the going d wn of the same 3 in which th 
gospel, in its triumphant career, is to march 
the circle of the globe, and wenn the Lurd 
God Omnipotent rergneth, resounded from every 
land. Evenso, come Lord Jesus, come quick 
ly, Amen. 
Approved by the Association 
ABEL FuLint, Moderator 
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SOCTETIES. 
From the Christian Herald. 


-Uxtracts from the Fourteenth Report of the British | 
aud Foreign Bible Society 


Commencing with the Unrrep NETHER. 
LANDS’ Uibte Society, your Committee hav: to} 
express their satisfaction of the v igour and cor- 
dislity with which the several esiablistiments | 
throughout the kingdom, (52 in number,) under | 
this common designation, bave prosecuted their 
benevolent object. "Phe funds from various 
Within the first year, amounted to 
33.763 florins, (nearly 3.5001 ) and the issue of 
Bioles and Pestaments to 4,578. Among the 
objects in which the association is engage dl, one 
is. an edition ofthe Malay Bible in the Arabic 
character. With a view to encourage a work 
so nuch needed by the Malay population of the 
Bast, who are chi fly Mahomedans, your Com 

nittee arranged for such an extensaon of the 
proposed unpression as would allow fur 5000 











BIBLE 





SOUCeSe 


bibles, and 5000 extra ‘Testaments, to be pla- hot 
jfountain open, and invite them to become par- 


ced at the disposal of your Society. 


‘The HANovER Bible Soc iety, with its Branch. | 


es as Osnaburg. Bueckeburg, and Aurich in| 
Eust Frisia, ak rthe Patronage of His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cambridge, and several 
distinguished Noblemen and dignified Ecciesi- 
astics, has proceeded in its work of distributing, 
the Scriptures among Protestants and Catho- 
fies. 
every discouragement. co-operated with the 
former in this object so interesting to both. 

Nearly 12.000 copics of the Scriptures had 


been disposed of by the Parent Society at Han. | 


over. in November 18173; and 2500 by the 


Osnaburg Branch, within the two first years of 
From the Depository of the for- 

mer 500 copics were, by direction, of your, 
Committee, forwarded to Hildesheim and. the 
‘Phe want which prevailed in several) 
parts of this district, m: ay be inferred from the! 
statement of a respectable parish minister ; that! 


its formation. 


Vicinity 


| Society of our own. 


Many of the latter have, notwithstanding 
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cently formed at Hildesheitn. 

The Pruss1an Bible Society. under the pa 
ironage of His Prussian Majesty, consisting o! 
the Central Society at Berlin, ant various 
Branches and Auxiliaries in different parts o! 
the kingdom, exhibits a gratifving spectacle to 
the eye of the Christian philanthropist. 

The Centra Society, in its third year, dis- 
tributed 6000 German Bibles. ‘Phe large edi- 
tion of 11,000 copies will soon be completed : 
after which, another edition of 10,000 must be 
immediately undertaken, as the deficiency is 
said to be stil very great. 

In the department occupied by the THurin 
GIAN Bible Society, an investigation bas beer 
made into the circumstances of the inhabitants. 
as totheir want of the Scriptures. “Phe imqui- 
ry was. in many parts. conducted under the 
authority of the magistrates ; and. although the 
| most pressing cases only were attended to, the 
retarns exhibited a demand for not fewer than 
8.974 copi-s. 

In MECKLENBURG a new and promising Bi 
ble Society hos bcen formed at Rosrock. Its 
Committee, reflecting on the indiff’ rence to re- 
ligion during the reign of mfidelity, and the ap 
pearance, since the late politic al changes, of * a 
more favourable disposition towards the Chris 
tian fcith, the revealed word of God, and reli 
gious Worship.’ observe ;—** We consider our- 
selves, therefore, as peculiarly happy, that. af 
this very time, we were encourag-d, by the 
distinguished labours of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. to lay the foundation of a Bible 
Providence, by wisely 
overruling the events of this world, appears to 
draw numbers to the fountain of Christian wis- 
dom and fai hs; to whom we can now throw that 


takers of it.’ 

The progress made bv the Bible Society in 
the free City of FRANKFORT. on the Maine, is 
truly gratifying. and has drawn from the Em 
peror of Russia a strong testimony of his com- 
mendation and friendship. 
The influence of this Society has extended to 
many of the neighboring par ts; and the demand 
for the Scriptures has increased in a degree 
|which has surprised, and, from the narrowness 
of their means, even embarrassed the Mana- 
gers of the Institution, ** My room,” says the 
Secretary, ** was often, on Sundays in particu- 
lar, so crowded with people that [ was obligd 
to confine myself to one of the corners of it.” 

‘These applicants were, chiefly, day-labourers 
| from Fulda, Hesse-Cassel, Bavaria, &c. and 

not more desirous of the Scriptures, than sensi- 








ble of their value; but, from the smallness of 


with pleasure that a Bible Society has been pre-{|have been the demands upon this Institution 


nat, in order not to delay their suppiy ao- 
zether, your Committee have ordered 500 Bi- 
bles to be furnished from Basle, at two se parate 
‘imes 3; and added a pecuniary grant of 300/. 
The impressions made by the exertions of this 
Society has been extensive, and greatly condu- 
ced to the advancement ef its object. Among 
others, the Clergy, in country places. have very 
zealously. co-operated. On announcing their 
design, not only the rich, but even some of the 
mos: indigent of their parishioners, have coc 
forwards with contributions, in. proportion to 
their respective circumstances ; and * macy 
who had not had a loaf of bread in their hous: ‘Ss 
for weeks together, were not behind others’® in 
offering their mites, that they might obtain 
possession of a Bible. Ihe distribution of Bi- 
bles which took place on the festival of the Re- 
formation, and of which an interesting des: rip- 
tion will appear in the Appendix while if grati- 
fied many, must have excite’, in not afew. a 
desire to possess this Hoty Hook: and as the 
obstacles in the way of supplying them «re 
great, the assistance of the British and F orcign 
Bible Society will still be required toenable the 
Wor emburg Bible Society to surmount them. 
In the principal Bible Societies of Swirzer- 
LAND, the zeal so often commended continues 
to co-operate 3 and progress is making in cack 
of them, though in different degrees, towards 
the attamment of the common object. 
How truly this is affir. ed of the Baste Bre 
bie Society, at once the earliest and tiost ace 
tive of these Institutions, may be andersiovd oy 
the following statement of a respectable Mime 
ber of the British and Foreign Bible Soci ty, 
from his own observation on the spot: «© Four 
presses are constantly in action for the purpose 
of multiplying the sacred page ; but the suppiy 
is insufficient to meet the demand. GOnthe «81h 
of June, in the current year, the eleventh © i- 
tion of the octavo German Bible left the press ; 
on the 18th of July not acopy was left. Again, 
on the 29th of Augus!, the twelfth edition ap- 
peared 5 and on the 80‘h of the same month the 
Whole impression was disposed of.’ In addi- 
tien to this, an official letter from the Secretary 
of that Society contains the pleasing informa. 
tion, that, in February last another 
4000 copies was produced 5 of which, a few 
wecks after scarcely 59 copics remained on hand. 
Among the works in the execution of which 
the Basie Society has been engaged, mas be 
mentioned, as recently completed. an impres- 
sion of 5000 copies of the French Bible. rom 
the ©xtraordinary pains which have been be- 
stowed upon the correction of the press, ii is 





their earnings, unable to give more than a tri- 


edition of 


believed that this Bible wiil prove highly s.tis- 
factory ; while its appearance will be found 





on sis first sethement among his charge, 


(five! 


fle. and some not even that. fora Bible. 





years before,) not a single copy of the Bible was 
to be found in the village the church, or the 
school. How acceptable, . such. circum- 


stances, this supply mustyhave proved, it will 
not be difficult to imagine; and your Commit-. 


tee could not, without emotion, hear themselves: 
thus addressed, by the Rector of the Protestant 
Grammar School at St. Andrew, on receiving, 
for his disposal, 100 copies of the Bible :— 

+» Do not despise the thanks we offer you with 
pure hearts. ‘Phis donation shall stimulate as 


afresh to watch over the best interests of our 


youths; and, by the public reading and ex- 
pounding of the Scriptures, to kindle the flame 


In reftecting on these circumstances, the Se 
icretary adds.—* As the desire after the word. 
of God manifests itself in so marked a manner 
in these poor people, and frequent proofs en- 
courage us to cherish the pleasing hope that 


[particularly seasonable during the interval of 
preparing the editions under take ‘nin other parts 
of Switzerland, and the South of France. 

The AarGovian Bible Society, at Aarau, 
gives the pleasing intelligence, that. by the uni- 
ted exertions of Catholics and Protestants. 2 





the Lord will make them rich in faith, by the 
communication of his word, the Committee will 
joyfully lend their assistance to the furtherance 
of this work :”’ nor can it be doubted, that, in 
this pledge, every Member of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society wilt very cordially unite. 

The WurTEMBERG Bibie Society, proceed- 
ing with that zeal and activity by which the 
conduct of its directors has been uniformly dis- 





of religion in their hearts, and thereby render (tinguished, has printed 18,000 copies ofihe New 


them truly wise and virtuous.” 


‘Testament, and is expediting the proposed new 


considerable distribution of the Scriptures tas 


been effected among the Members of both com- 


munions.—(‘ To be continued. ) 
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Northumberland mabbath Schools. 











ADDRESS. 

How interesting the scene before us! How 
affecting the thought that in a few years not 
one of this whale assembly, not one, even the 
youngest of that group of little ones, will be 








Alter sucl: a representation, it will be heard | edition of 10,000 Bibles. So urgent, however} here! How solemn the reflection that beyonf 














ehe erave. wither we are posting as fast as the | 
a  .3 Of time can carry as, tie award of cter. 
nil telicity. or of endless woe shail be made to 
eachofus! Weall have souls that shall never 
cease to be. The infant of an hour, and the man 
of (ree score years and ten, are alike subject 
to death, and yet have within them the germ of 
immortality. All these, my friends, have souls 
Stobe saved! The benevolent design of these 

jnsiita‘ions ts to let them Know at once the im 
portance of their being, the evils in which they 
are involved, the dangers to which they are 
exposed, and the hope that is set before them. 
of escaping those evils and dangers, of sur- 
mounting.the difficulties of the way, and of en- 
teviug apomthe Call enjoyment of eternal life in 

ieaven. And who does not, in some degree, 
appreciate the importance. the nobleness of the 
design, fo reseue young immortals from destruc. 
tion and lead them tothe expanded arms of that 
compassionate Saviour, who, in the days of his 
fish, said, ** Suffer little children to come unto 
ines and forbid them not.”? and took them in 
his arms and blessed them ? 

The formation and culture of the youtifu! 
mind isa matter of acknowledged importance. 
itis indeed of the last necessity 3 for 

* Just as the twig is bent 
The tree’s inclin’d.” 

Youth is an important. precious, dangerous 

geason! Qnits proper improvement, or its ne- 





gi ct depend «the hopes, the fears, the joys. 
th sorrows, the interests, the happiness of me-_ 
ny nearts, of many families, nay of many rene. | 
rations.’ Phe character, the usefulness, the | 
happiness o. active life mach depend upon the | 
aiieution, paid to the cultivation of the minds | 
and hearts of persons, at this interesting sea- | 
sone A general attention to it affords the jiap 

piest presage of prosperity te civil and religious | 
soriety. [fs neglect ts the unfailing source of| 
countless evils. Domestic societies are compo. | 
nent paris of toore general combinations a 
mongstmen. “Phere are to be tended and nur 
tured those plants which are to bless civil and | 
reiigivus society withsbade and fruit. or com- 
fit ind advantage; or to curse by becoming | 
as prickling thorns, or the rough briars, un- 
Pleasant and injurious. If then-these nurse 
rics be neglected, andthe tender plants in them 
de blasted through defect of culture 5 or if the 
hedges be thrown down, so that the nurseries 
be laid waste ; if no due pains be expended in 
selecting and engrafting the scions of choice 
fruit, or in pruning the excrescences. which de- 
fora and injure the expected growth, and hin- 
der the desired product, instead of being bene- 
fiited by wholesome fruit, the world will proba- 
bly be cumbered with noxious productions, — 
Disappointment will chagrin those who have a 
right to expect benefit from our labors, Eve- 
ry considerate parent, every exercised servant 


— 
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of God, every friend to human society, every 
pious minister, therefore, feels an anxious con- 
cern about the instraction of the young. It is 
an important object in civil society. Their ear 
ly education is regarded as indispensable by 
every thoughtful member of the community. 
‘l'o us parents, guardians, masters, are com- 
mitted the hopes of posterity. We are rearing 
the future husbands and wives, parents and 
children, masters and servants, friends and 
neighbors, magistrates and citizens, ministers 
and other members of the Church. These are 
to prove future blessings to adorn, benefit and 
cheer society, or curses to spread havoc and 
desolation in their respective spheres. By at- 








tention, and the blessing of God upon the care, 
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bestowed upon them, the hearts of good men 
nay be filled with joy, and generations, yet 
unborn, may blessour memories! Our charge 
may be formed to eminent usefulness, in the 
church and state; or through our neglect 0! 
duty may prove public nuisances. and plague 
and scourge mankind, | 

It is one of the first laws of society to com 
mand our honsehold in the fear of the Lord, in 
the practice of moral and religious duty 

Parents, guardians, and masters are God’s 
stewards ; to our care as sacred deposits he 
commits children, to be brought up for his use. 
It is his peremptory command, * Train up a 
childin the way in which he should go” ++ And 


‘these words, which I command thee this day. 


shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them 


| diligentiy unto thy children, and shalt talk of 


them when thou sittest in thine house, and when 
thou walkest by the way, and when- thow liest 
down, and when thou risest up And thou shalt 
hind them. for a sign, upon thine hand. and they 
shall be as frontiets between thine eyes, and thou 
shalt write them upon the posts of thy house. and 
an thy gates.” Deut. vi. 5. 7.39. ** And ye 


fathers provoke not your children to wrath. but 


bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.”” Eph. vi. 4&—And what can super 
cede the divine command? Where is the au- 
tiority that can annual the obligation? If this 
duty be not discharged, God is robbed of his 
honor, the publication of his glories is obstruct- 
ec.the interests of the Redcemer’s kingdom is 
ndangered, so far as we are concerned in their 
establishment! One generation should teach 
the name of the Lord to another. It the reli 
scious education of children be not attended to. 
vill they take our places in the church? Wil 
iit: y maintain the good cause? Will they con- 
tend earnestly for the faith, once delivered to 
the saints ? 
"The best interests of our children themselves 
all for the utmost care, all suitable efforts, in 


| educating them, and tn educating them religious- 


ly. ‘Their souls are infinitely precious. They 
nave a better part within them, which deserves 
all our attention, ‘They are not mere animals, 
embryos of a day, which bask, for a moment, in 
the sammer’s heat, and then are crusiied to an- 
nihilation. No! They are endued with hig! 
commanding intellectual and moral powers — 
From the proper cultivation of these noble 
powers, their highest happiness arises. On 
this moral culture, rest their best prospects, 
their most important, their dearest. even their 
eternal interests—the endless happiness of their 
never dying souls! What can be compared 
with this? What inheritance can equal tha! 
which, through the divine blessing upona judi 

cious religious education, may make children 
lasting blessings to society, impart to them 
present peace of mind, rescue them from eter. 
nal death, and secure them in life everlasting ¢ 
Their very nature is depraved. Of this they 
exhibit the most evident marks from their ear- 
liest infancy. The concealed fire emits frequent 
sparks, and threatens to burst into an intense 
devouring conflagration, if its tendency be not 
early counteracted. Horril corruption poisons 
all their souls. ‘The poison spreads, the fatal 
disorder will grow in strengtl and malignity 
through indulgence, and the influence of evil 
example. ‘They are plunged into an awful 
gulph, in which they inevitably perish, if they 
be not speedily extricated. God in his infinite 
mercy has provided a way of escape. Infor- 
mation concerning that way is contained in 
this blessed volume. In the sacred institution 


— 











it is unfolded and may be successfully pursued, 
If then, Brethren, we hope that they will be- 
come heirs of salvation, they must be religious- 
ly educated and disciplined. 

Butah! how does it pain the heart of a seri- 
us Christian to carry back his thoughts into 
time past, and recollect, and to cast his cyes 
abroad, at present, and behold the desolations 
in Zion which have been produced by the ne- 
glect of this all-important duty! Where are 
the parents, the guardians, the masters. who, 
in this respect, conscientiously do their duty to 
God, to the church of Christ, to human society, 
and to the souls of their own children, wards, 
apprentices and servants? Where are the 
houses, from whose domestic altars ascend the 


morning and the evening sacrifices of prayer 


and praise to the God of all the families of Ja- 
cob, whose blessing alone can alone secur any 
solid advantages to our families? Where are 
the closets that witness the earnest Imporiuni- 
ty of wresting intercessory prayer in behalf of 
the dear objecis of affection? Where are the 
fire sides enlivened to us by the sweet conscious. 
ness of our having faithfully discharged our 
most important duty to our young charge, by 
forming and instructing their minds in the 
things that belong to their peace, on the days of 
sacred rest and on the evenings of leisure, on 
other days, after the toils of the day are over ? 

Some such parents, guardians, masters— 
some such houses converted into holy delightful 
Bethels there are. But how few their number? 
how small a proportion do they bear to the mass 
of society, and even of the professors of our ho- 
ly religion! The defective education in reli- 
zion extended through the great body of chil- 
(ren, in Christian countries. has long been the 
grief of good citizens, and the lamentation of 
pious men. Even amongst those who do make 
it matter of conscience to pay some regard to 
this great work, how few enter apon it hearti- 
ly as one of the great businesses of their ‘ives, 
take pains to qualify themselves for attending 
upon it profitably, by reading, reflection, and 
prayer, and perseveringly press if as that 
which is likely to be the life of their children 2 
in general even amongst the ordinary and de- 
cent worshippers in the public sanctuary, this 
duty is wholly neglected, and left to the occa- 
sional instructions furnished by the minister in 
his pablic discourses, and catechetical lectures. 

But, thanks be to God! anew era has com- 
meneed. In this as in most other things con- 
nected with morals and religion, old things are 
wassing away, behold all things are becoming: 
new.—{ To be Continued. } 
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A Letter from a hearer to his Minister. 


Dear Sirn— 

The pleasure I frequently experienced 
from your preaching, afew years ago, added to 
the real respect which [ have for you, bas In- 
duced me to take this method of suggesting 
what appears to me to be an error in your pre- 
sent mode of preaching. You have probably 
been led into it by too great sensibility, or by a 
desire to excite in your audience feelings simi- 
lar to yourown. You are master of the rules 
of oratory ; those rules you once practiced, 
and with such success, that not eveu the most 
abandoned profligate could hear you, with- 


out being considerably affected. But, sir, E 
ifear the mode of preaching you have lately 
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adopted will destroy the real oratorial abilities |‘ hy the hed side, : nd raised both hands as hig! and with unavailing regrets, to curse their own 


yoronce poss.ssed. Fromthe mild insinuating 

oritor, who enforced his reasons by a proper 

wixture of animation, you have degencrated in 

to the thundering enthusiast. In the place of), 
logical reas ming, with which your former dis-: 
courses abounded, you have substituted hell and 
damnation; and in the place of animation. real, 
raving. Having heard you at a time when you 
wore a real orator, when every word you ut-' 
tered seemed to strike the hearer with a force 
you alone seemed capable of giving it, f was, 
astonished at the alteration I perceived in your) 
preaching, the first time Lattended after your| 
arrival at If vou will reflect a) 
little on those rules yon have so often given on: 
the eloquence of the pulpit, and apply them. to! 
your present mode of preaching, you will dis- 
cover the error Lhave pointed out, without the 
smallest dificulty. Should my letter have the) 
effect of producing this conviction. and restor-' 








ig you to that mode of preaching, which gave| 


pleasure to all. and particularly to me. t shall 
inveed be happy. ‘Phere are few men T esteem 
more than yourself, or have more reason to res- 
pee. All the attention bask to this is. that vou 
will consider whether you have not fallen into 
the error [ have stated. If vou have, there is 
no doubt but if can be easily remedied. If, on 
consideration, vou should determine that you 
pave not, vou have too much good sense to be 
offended at a liberty taken by a person who ts 
not at all interested, but from the esteem and 
respect he bears 3ou, and whose name you will 
never know. 
I am with respect and esteem, 
An Unknown Friend, 
(lo be Continued.) 
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For the Religious Museum. 


C NVERSION OF MR S 





Mr S 
of .xceedingly strong passions. 
rosigned Limself to th ir sway. 


> 


7.) 





He usually 


new what it was to resist his inclinations. 


Hi 


wesa cebauchee. a Sabbath breaker, a profane 
He made many an excur- 


e\vearer. a gambler, 


~—» WaS a youns man 


He scarcely 


[ 24 } 


above bis head as he could, and joined thet 
palms. In this posture he remained perhay> 
two hours, wholly unable to take dowr his 
hands, and he felt as if they were tied by 
cord suspended from the ceiling. But he we 
not able to pray—he knew not what to say ©: 
think. Not a vestige of his pious father’s in 
structions seemed impressed upon his ming 
He was all darkness—he could not frame a sii 
gle petition, At length he rose from this pos 
ture, and was carried. as if by resistless force 
externally applied. across the room and thrown 
upon the hearth, foaming at the mouth, as } 
‘frantic man, Having risen from that situatior 
he took ahymeu book and read a hymn Bu 
neither he nor his wife could raise and cacry 
(on a suitable tune—Yet they were both gooa 
singers of song tunes. Mr. S. however sung 
the hymn to some tune he knew not what. He 
become more calm. He was sensible that sou 
wonderful change had passed upon him. His 
old companions and pursuits no longer pleased 
him. {fe was dissatisfie! with himself, and f lt 
‘the urgent necessity of something more than 
che had ever yet experionced, to make him hap- 
py. OFfthe plan of salvation revealea in the | 
gospel, he was ignorant The knowledge of 
religious principles, whick he had acquired tn 
infancy under the instruction of lis good fs 
ther,’ was gone fr:m him. For the space of 
three menibs, he was continaally listening to 
hear a voice from heaven, audibly directing 
him in his fufure course. However, by assi- 
duously waiting upon the ministry of a venera 
ble men of God, now removed to the upper 
house, by religious conversation and reading, 
light gradually broke in apon his mind—He 
became better instructed as to the plan of sal- 
vation by a redeemer—He was enabl d to ac- 
cept the Saviour in all his offices, as he is set 
forth inthe gospel, In a short time, he was or 
dained an Elder inthe Presbyterian church.— 
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fara folly, wien enveloped in the blackn: ss 
f darkness for: ver. 

Lt pious parents not give over their at- 
mpts to form the minds of their youthful 
harge, for honor and happiness ; and let them 
ever intermit their prayers that the precious 
~ ed sown may take deep root, spring up. and 
bear an abundant harvest, trusting that God 
‘ill in his own time and way grant the desire 
f their hearts * Inthe morning saw thy seed, 
‘in the evening withhold net thine hand: for 
+ thou knowest not whether shall trosper, et- 
ther ‘his or that, or whether they both shall 








be alike good.” 9 OF 
a — * or 
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“Died on the 27th ult. aged ears, “Tr, 


William M- Adams, a native of Kerudbright in 
Scotland. HH was an early seciler in Sunbury, 
where he resided 33 years. He was an Eider 
ftee Prost yterian Church in that town many 
vears. @- sustained the character of an honest 
man and a good neighbour. He was ana tive 
member of the charch, whose interests he had 
mnach at heart, and which sensibly ‘eels bis b 
He wes remarkable for the steadiness of his at. 
tend nee upon divine worship in the sanctuary, 
on earth, having scarcely ever been Known to 
have absented himself from the assemblies of 
the saints by day or by night, in fair ov in foul 
weather 3 and we hope that le is not now ab- 
sent from the General Assembly of the saints in 
the Sanctuary in heaven. His disorder was 
violent and confiued him Z@t da>s in great pain; 
when he was gently dismissed. He has left an 
aged, and moést respectable wilow to mourn «is 
loss after having passed 42 years with him in 
the Journey of life. 
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As an officer and as a private Christian, his 
walk and conversation have in general been 
evincive ofa real and radical change of heart. 


The writer of this article is intimately ac- 
quainted with Mr. $ »and can look back 





Lines addressed, by an Icelandic bard, to the 


BRITISH AND ‘OREIGN ‘}iBLE SOCIETY, 


The triumphs of the great and brave, 
The trophies of the conquer’d field—- 





sion to places of public resort, in the surround- 
ma country. With the view to gratify his favor-| 
ite passion for play. Whole nights has he spent 
inthis business. Lis course of life was well 
calculated to banish ail serious thoughts of reli- 
eion from his mind. And such was the. effect. 


~ 
~, 


N.. traits of a careful religious education shew- 
ed themselves. “Phe wife of iis bosom (rhoagh 
ic afterwards in dying exhibited a bright ex- 


ample of the triumph of faith) was as careless 
the salvation of her soul, as he was about 
Qie evening, about the 23th or 
26th year of his age. th y retired to rest at an 
lv hours Mr. S. soon fell to sleep. From 
be sleep he suddenly awoke, and much agitat ad, 
raised himselfep in the bed, and told his wife 
the fown was on fire. She persuaded him to 
lic down again, telling him that he had been 
dreaming. Again he leaped up and said he 
should dic, insisting as before that the town 
was on fire. and that his mother’s property 
would be consumed. The terrified wife used 
every plea, of which she could think, to detain 
him-=-but in vain. 
self designing to goto his mother’s house. 
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Tiyal oft his, 
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seemed to him that he distinctly saw balls of 
fir flhing through the air, and he several times 


asked his ite ifshe did not see them. . Wher 
just at the point of sallying forth into the street 


He got up and dressed him- 


and with pleasure trace the progress which his 
friend made in the sound and consistent know- 
ledge of divine things after the ignorance of 
his mind had begun to yield and his first tinc- 
‘ture of enthusiasin: had left his understanding 
free to act. He knew him not at the time of his 
‘conversion, This account he received from 
himselfin the course of an intimate and endear 
ed interchange of friendly offices, of several 
years continuance. This he knows. that few 
men understood the language of prayer better 
than his friend did, or pronounced it more flu. 
ently, even when he found the greatest difficulty 
in delivering his sentiments In common conver 
sation. 

The writer also looks back and with wonder 
reflects on the ways of God. He admires the 
operations of that Providence which made him- 
self instrumental in bis humble measure, in: 


—— 





These cannot bloom beyond the grave-~ 
To thee their honors all shall yield. 


Thy fame, far more than earth can give, 
Shall soar with daring wing sublime, 

And wide, and still more wide, survive 
The crush of worlds, the wreck of time ¢ 


For what can merit more of praice, 
The mortal. and immortal crown; 

What better shall your honors raise, 
And call the tide of blessings down : 


Than pouring through this world of strife 
The healing balm of sacred lore, 

And minist’ring that bread of life 
Which tasted once, man wants no more: 
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in-reasing the religious Knowledge of his 
friend, at the very time that his friend was but. 


centiousness of his practice. 
Let the young, especially those who have re- 
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ceived instraction in righteousness from pious* nym, 
parents, beware of plunging into libertinism of | 
‘conduct. For one instance in which God re- 
stores the light of the mind extinguished by the 








unrestrained indulgence of lust, he gives over! 





se felt constrained to pray. He kneeled dow: 
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